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SPREAD THE WORD TO END THE WORD-PLEDGE TODAY!
May 25, 2011 by cpehrson

If you have been tuned into the world of disabilities recently, you are aware that there is a campaign to "Spread the Word to End the Word"
going on.
This is an ongoing effort to raise the consciousness level of people about the "dehumanizing and hurtful effects" of using the word
'retard(ed)' and to encourage people to pledge to stop using the R‑word.
As of today, May 25, 2011, over 212,576 people have taken the pledge to end the "r" word. Fifty of those pledges came from Utah.
To eliminate the use of the R‑word begins with each one of us making a silent or public pledge to not let that word be a part of our
vocabulary from now on.
The pledge is simple:
I pledge and support the elimination of the derogatory use of the r‑word from everyday speech and promote the acceptance and
inclusion of people with intellectual disabilities.
You can make that pledge right now‑‑silently to yourself or you can take that pledge to another level and actually add your name to a long
list of others, like you, who know and respect people with disabilities and want them to be treated with dignity.
If you still need a little nudge to make that commitment, you might want to watch this powerful video that says it in another way.
By the time you have read this blog, there will be one more Utahn who has made that pledge.
I challenge you to join me and act now to make that pledge today. I especially challenge other Utahns to add their name to that list.

